
Patent application timeline and publication

1

0 6 12 18 24 30 months 5yrs 20yrs

Drafting patent 
application 

(1-3 months)

Can add material to the 
patent application during 

months 0-12

Invention must be kept 
confidential before filing

Publication possible after filing, but this may 
restrict opportunities to amend the application 
at PCT, and the ability to file new applications

No limit on publication after the patent 
application has published

No publication Publication possible No time limit on publication

UK application

Search 
report

UK Filing 
(£6,000+)

PCT application

Published
Search report

PCT Filing 
(£6,000+)

Examination & grant

National Filings 
(£25,000+)

Prosecution (£60,000+)

National application 3

National application 2

National application 1

Monopoly for 20 years from priority filing


